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Newspaper Clips 
February 24, 2016 

IIT Delhi Ties Up With UK Varsity  

Hindustan Times (Delhi) 

Newcastle University, UK, a research-intensive university, has tied-up with IIT-Delhi on various research and 

education programmes. Several areas of mutual interest and research synergy have been identified and 

discussed by the two institutes. These include water resources, cyber security, transport and environment, 

antibiotic resistance, quality and innovation and knowledge transfer, smart grids and telecommunications. The 

two institutions are also looking at further cooperation in nanotechnology.  
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IISc offers longer life for landfills, scientifically 

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/bangalore/others/IISc-offers-longer-life-for-landfills-

scientifically/articleshow/51113348.cms 

By Mihika Basu, Bangalore Mirror Bureau | Feb 24, 2016, 04.00 AM IST 

City's landfills can be used for more years if waste is analysed properly 

 

With the city bursting at its seams, Bengaluru's civic authorities like many others need long-term solutions to trash 

disposal. Now, researchers from the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, have shown that the same landfill — 

where trash that cannot be recycled or that survives composting, is dumped — can be reused for a couple of more years 

instead of closing it and finding new sites for dumping waste. This, according to the study, can be achieved if 'waste 

characteristics are analysed properly'. Computational results from their study shows that landfill pits filled with city's 

garbage can undergo large volumes of reduction over time if bio-degradables or compost rejects are present. 

 

'Stability increases with time' 

 

The researchers evaluated properties of Bengaluru's landfill waste. Calculations reveal that if scientific management of 

the city's landfills is adopted, the life of the landfills during filling can be prolonged so that there is no pressure on space 

for landfilling. "Our study shows that as time increases, the stability of landfills increase. The effect of different 

mechanisms governing the behaviour of municipal solid waste (MSW) such as primary compression, creep and bio-

degradation are to increase the overall stability of landfills. 

 

Deformation and volume change analysis showed that at the end of one year, the change in the volume of landfill is 

about 44 per cent, which increases to 60 per cent at the end of 10 years. Hence the knowledge of such characteristics 

may help in optimising the use of a landfill. 

 

This implies that by knowing the changes in volume, additional volume of MSW can be accommodated in the same 

landfill before closing it," Pinom Ering, co-author of the study and PhD student from the institute's Department of civil 

Engineering told Bangalore Mirror. The findings have been published in the International Journal of Geomechanics from 

the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE). 

 

The hitch of solid waste 

 

The main challenge faced, according to the researchers, during the field work was modelling the behaviour of municipal 

solid waste as the material is very complex in nature and consists of time-dependent mechanisms such as creep and bio-

degradation. 

 

"The problem in the world today is the efficient management of waste and its disposal. As population increases, so does 

the generation of waste. Although there are many suggested conventional ways to reduce the waste generation at the 

source, the solutions offered by these guidelines have not been able to address the huge problem of waste disposal in 

cities like Bengaluru," Ering said. 

 

With the huge amount of waste generation, the authorities find it difficult to locate new sites for dumping waste. "In 

cities, land management is also difficult and even more difficult when choosing a land as a landfill site because people do 
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not want their area to be near the landfiling site.  

 

The study conducted has attempted to address these issues by analysing the changes in volume of landfill system with 

time, the knowledge of which may help in reusing the same landfill for couple of more years," she added. 

US VARSITY RETURNS $3 MILLION GRANT FOR HINDU 

STUDIES CHAIR  

Hindustan Times (Indore) 

A top US university is “walking away” from the $3 million grants it received to establish endowed chairs in 

Hindu and India studies after faculty members and students alleged that the donors were “extremely 

ideologically driven” and have “extreme right-wing notions”, a media report has said. As a result, question 

hangs on the future of proposed chairs at the University of California Irwin (UCI), for which it received $3 

million from California-based Dharma Civilisation Foundation The university has also decided to review 

another $3 million in gifts it received for another two chairs.  

 

 

 


